
³Anon\mit\ rXns in their blood. [«] the\ are not eYen noZ as concerned aboXt the health of
their fame as men are, and speaking generall\, Zill pass a tombstone or a signpost ZithoXt
feeling an irresistible desire to cXt their names into it´
ShoXld Whe Zomen of Whe SaVW be commemoUaWed in a diffeUenW manneU Wo WheiU male
coXnWeUSaUWV? E[Slain.

In UecenW \eaUV, debaWeV VXUUoXnding Whe moUaliW\ of VWaWXeV of hiVWoUical figXUeV haYe bUoXghW

Whe iVVXe of commemoUaWion inWo Whe SXblic conVcioXVneVV, ZiWh Whe geneUal SXblic coming Wo

XndeUVWand WhaW Zho Ze chooVe Wo commemoUaWe and in ZhaW manneU iV a UeflecWion of oXU

cXlWXUal YalXeV and beliefV, and a Vignal of ZhaW diUecWion Ze ZanW oXU coXnWU\ Wo moYe in. IW

iV, When, condemnaWoU\ of oXU VXSSoVedl\ eTXal cXlWXUe, WhaW Vo feZ hiVWoUical Zomen haYe

been honoXUed in Whe manneU Whe\ deVeUYe, and UeflecWV a deSUeVVing WUXiVm: Whe SaWUiaUchal

foUceV Zhich haYe hiVWoUicall\ oSSUeVVed Zomen aUe noZ dicWaWing Whe e[SXlVion of Zomen

fUom hiVWoU\, den\ing Whem WheiU UighWfXl Slace in oXU cXlWXUe. FeminiVW hiVWoUianV in Whe 1960V

and ¶70V ZoUked Wo bUing UecogniWion Wo Zomen in Whe SXblic VSheUe, VXch aV Joan of AUc and

S\lYia PankhXUVW, in doing Vo oYeUlooking Whe YaVWl\ VignificanW legacieV of Zomen in Whe

SUiYaWe VSheUe. HoZeYeU, WheVe aWWemSWV Wo confoUm Wo Whe SaWUiaUchal noUmV of

commemoUaWion b\ highlighWing onl\ Zomen deemed µhiVWoUicall\ imSoUWanW¶, Zho ZeUe Woo

UemaUkable foU hiVWoU\ Wo ignoUe, haYe failed; of Whe 828 VWaWXeV UecoUded b\ Whe PXblic

MonXmenWV and ScXlSWXUe AVVociaWion in 2018, jXVW 174 ZeUe female, and of WheVe onl\ 65

ZeUe named hiVWoUical figXUeV . ThXV, Ze can Vee WhaW aV long aV oXU cXlWXUe iV a SaWUiaUch\,1

ZiWh men VWill oYeUZhelmingl\ oYeUUeSUeVenWed in SoViWionV of SoZeU, Zomen Zill noW be able

Wo acceVV WhiV manneU of commemoUaWion. InVWead, Ze mXVW look Wo diVcaUd WhiV andUocenWUic

YieZ of hiVWoU\, Zhich lookV e[clXViYel\ aW WhoVe Zho hold SoZeU and ZhoVe nameV and

legacieV haYe been UecoUded in maWeUial SoVVeVVionV, and inVWead XVe Whe oUal WUadiWion Wo

XndeUVWand noW onl\ Whe Zomen Zho haYe Zielded gUeaW inflXence, bXW alVo Whe man\

diVUegaUded Zomen, Zho UeSUeVenW Whe cXlWXUe of anon\miW\ and obVcXUiW\ WhaW Whe SaWUiaUch\

haV nXUWXUed.

The legacieV of Zomen of Whe SaVW haYe been diVWoUWed b\ SaWUiaUchal foUceV Zhich VeUYe Wo

diminiVh and beliWWle Whe achieYemenWV of Zomen. NeYeU iV WhiV cleaUeU Whan WhUoXgh Whe lenV

1 BBC. 2018. ³RealiW\ Check: HoZ man\ UK VWaWXeV aUe of Zomen?´ ASUil 24, 2018.
hWWSV://ZZZ.bbc.co.Xk/neZV/Xk-43884726



of µThe MaWilda EffecW¶, a WeUm Zhich deVcUibeV Whe Shenomenon in Whe VcienWific commXniW\

of Zomen¶V ZoUk being aWWUibXWed Wo WheiU male coXnWeUSaUWV. Indeed, in MaWilda JoV\ln

Gage¶V endXUing 1883 eVVa\ ³Woman aV an InYenWoU´ , fUom Zhich Whe ShUaVe oUiginaWeV, Whe2

noWion of Whe eUaVXUe of Zomen¶V hiVWoU\ aW male handV iV eYidenced in m\Uiad e[amSleV

Uanging fUom Whe inYenWion of Whe moZeU and UeaSeU b\ Ann HaUned Manning, When SaWenWed

b\ heU hXVband, Wo LoXiVe McLaXghlin¶V inYenWion of XndeUgla]e SainWing on SoWWeU\,

SaWenWed b\ anoWheU man. MoUe UecenW e[amSleV inclXde Whe XnjXVW WUeaWmenW of LiVe MeiWneU,

a female VcienWiVW in Whe 20Wh cenWXU\ Zho ZaV e[clXded fUom collaboUaWoU OWWo Hahn¶V Nobel

PUi]e, and RoValind FUanklin, Zho ZaV neYeU nominaWed foU a Nobel PUi]e, Xnlike heU

coXnWeUSaUWV CUick, WaWVon and WilkinV, Zho Uelied on heU ZoUk. IW iV a WeVWamenW Wo Whe

SeUYaViYe SoZeU of Whe SaWUiaUch\ WhaW Whe legacieV of Zomen haYe been diVWoUWed in VXch a

Za\ WhaW WheiU imSacW haV noW WUXl\ been commemoUaWed. The long-WeUm imSlicaWionV of WhiV

aUe enoUmoXV - Whe e[clXVion of female VcienWiVWV haV UeinfoUced Whe gendeU gaS, aV a lack of

UeSUeVenWaWion meanV \oXng Zomen aUe leVV likel\ Wo YieZ STEM fieldV aV a caUeeU SaWh, and

can eYen be faWal: Whe oYeUZhelming dominance of men in Vcience haV meanW mXch of oXU

eYeU\da\ liYeV aUe made foU men. B\ Za\ of e[amSle, Zhen inYolYed in a caU cUaVh, Zomen

aUe 47% moUe likel\ Wo be VeUioXVl\ injXUed and 17% moUe likel\ Wo die , aV Whe VhoUWeU heighW3

of Zomen SlaceV Whem oXW of Whe µVWandaUd VeaWing SoViWion¶, making Whem moUe YXlneUable,

ZhilVW man\ caU VeaWV aUe alVo Woo fiUm Wo SUeYenW ZhiSlaVh foU Zomen, Zho haYe

comSaUaWiYel\ lighWeU bodieV and WheUefoUe aUe WhUoZn fXUWheU foUZaUd in a cUaVh. ThXV Ze can

Vee WhaW UaWheU Whan anon\miW\ being ³in WheiU blood´ aV Woolf VXggeVWV, Whe e[clXVion of4

Zomen fUom hiVWoU\ iV inVWead ZoYen inWo Whe fabUic of Whe SaWUiaUch\, Zhich iV held XS b\ Whe

image of man aV Whe noUm, and Whe e[clXVion of Zomen.

When Ze WXUn Wo e[amine WhiV Shenomenon in liWeUaWXUe, iW can be Veen on boWh a SeUVonal and

VWUXcWXUal leYel. On a macUo Vcale, female ZUiWeUV aUe e[clXded fUom Whe µcanon¶,

inVWiWXWionaliVing WheiU oVWUaciVm and SUeYenWing Whem fUom being Zidel\ WaXghW in VchoolV

and UecogniVed in ZideU VocieW\: 91% of Whe ZUiWeUV, dUamaWiVWV and SoeWV UemembeUed in

4 Woolf, ViUginia. 2014. A Room of One'V OZn. London: PengXin BookV, LimiWed, 60

3 PeUe], CaUoline C. 2019. ³The deadl\ WUXWh aboXW a ZoUld bXilW foU men ± fUom VWab YeVWV Wo caU cUaVheV.´ The
GXaUdian, FebUXaU\ 23, 2019.
hWWSV://ZZZ.WhegXaUdian.com/lifeandVW\le/2019/feb/23/WUXWh-ZoUld-bXilW-foU-men-caU-cUaVheV

2 Gage, MaWilda JoVl\n. ³Woman aV an InYenWoU.´ The North American ReYieZ 136, no. 318 (1883): 478±89.
hWWS://ZZZ.jVWoU.oUg/VWable/25118273.



PoeWV¶ CoUneU aUe men . On an indiYidXal leYel, Ze can Vee µThe MaWilda EffecW¶ VWUeWching Wo5

liWeUaWXUe, ZiWh ZUiWeUV like Zelda FiW]geUald Veeing heU ZUiWing be VWolen b\ heU hXVband.

Indeed, SeUhaSV Whe moVW UenoZned line of µThe GUeaW GaWVb\¶- ³I hoSe Vhe¶ll be a

fool²WhaW¶V Whe beVW Whing a giUl can be in WhiV ZoUld, a beaXWifXl liWWle fool´ - iV Waken diUecWl\

fUom Zelda, Zho, immediaWel\ afWeU leaUning Whe Ve[ of heU daXghWeU, Wold heU hXVband, ³I

hoSe iW'V beaXWifXl and a fool - a beaXWifXl liWWle fool." ThiV diminXWiYe langXage SeUhaSV6

VSeakV Wo Zelda¶V oZn diVillXVionmenW aV a ZUiWeU confined Wo Whe UoleV of Zife and moWheU,

UoleV WhaW conWinXe Wo enWUaS heU, eYen SoVWhXmoXVl\, aV Vhe iV commemoUaWed aV VXch.

MoUeoYeU, Zhen Ze conVideU Whe UoleV and achieYemenWV of Zomen of Whe SaVW, Whe

oSSUeVViYe cXlWXUe in Zhich Whe SeUmiVVion of female SoZeU and VXcceVV ZaV a UaUiW\ becomeV

glaUingl\ obYioXV. CUXcial Wo Whe commemoUaWion of Zomen of Whe SaVW iV Whe

acknoZledgemenW of Whe Zomen ZhoVe ciUcXmVWanceV SUeYenWed Whem fUom diVcoYeUing,

ZUiWing oU VWXd\ing, aV WheiU male coXnWeUSaUWV did. Woolf diVWilV WhiV WUoXbled hiVWoU\ in heU

analogoXV cUeaWion of ³JXdiWh ShakeVSeaUe´, a ficWional ViVWeU Wo Willam ShakeVSeaUe

SoVVeVVing Whe Vame geniXV, bXW noW VenW Wo Vchool, Wo VWXd\ liWeUaWXUe, inVWead foUced inWo

maUUiage, and laXghed oXW of WheaWUeV, eYenWXall\ killing heUVelf afWeU becoming SUegnanW .7

FXUWheUmoUe, Woolf¶V allXVion Wo men¶V deViUe Wo SoVVeVV Whe maWeUial in Whe WiWXlaU TXoWe, in

Zhich Vhe aUgXeV Zomen can SaVV ³a WombVWone oU a VignSoVW ZiWhoXW feeling an iUUeViVWible

deViUe Wo cXW WheiU nameV inWo iW´ SeUhaSV VWemV fUom a ZideU conWe[W of Zomen hiVWoUicall\

noW being alloZed Wo oZn SUoSeUW\ - Xnlike men, Zho haYe been alloZed Wo VhaSe WheiU

idenWiW\ baVed on maWeUial aVVeWV, aV µWhe Vecond Ve[¶, Zomen haYe been alienaWed fUom WhiV

cXlWXUe of oZneUVhiS and SUoSeUW\. CenWUal Wo Whe TXeVWion of Whe SoliWicV of Zomen¶V

commemoUaWion iV Whe e[WenW Wo Zhich WheVe diameWUicall\ oSSoVed e[SeUienceV of men and

Zomen of Whe SaVW, aV emblemiVed in Whe SlighW of ShakeVSeaUe¶V ViVWeU, cUeaWe a SUeWe[W foU

commemoUaWing men and Zomen of Whe SaVW diffeUenWl\.

7 Woolf, ³A Room of One¶V OZn´, 56

6 FaVVleU, Joe, and Megan GaUbeU. 2013. ³The GUeaW GaWVb\ Line ThaW Came FUom FiW]geUald'V Life²and
InVSiUed a NoYel.´ The Atlantic, JXl\ 2, 2013.
hWWSV://ZZZ.WheaWlanWic.com/enWeUWainmenW/aUchiYe/2013/07/Whe-i-gUeaW-gaWVb\-i-line-WhaW-came-fUom-fiW]geUaldV-
life-and-inVSiUed-a-noYel/277476/

5 AlbeUWi, Fa\ B. 2019. ³WUiWing Women'V HiVWoU\ aW WeVWminVWeU Abbe\: The CaVe of PoeWV' CoUneU.´ HiVWoU\
WoUkVhoS.
hWWSV://ZZZ.hiVWoU\ZoUkVhoS.oUg.Xk/ZUiWing-ZomenV-hiVWoU\-in-ZeVWminVWeU-abbe\-Whe-caVe-of-SoeWV-coUneU/



The SaWUiaUchal V\VWemV Zhich deVWUo\ed Whe e[SeUienceV and legacieV of Whe Zomen

diVcXVVed aboYe aUe VWill inWacW; WheUefoUe, Whe miVUeSUeVenWaWion of Zomen in hiVWoU\

conWinXeV. WiWhin WhiV ZoUldYieZ, Zomen haYe Wo be commemoUaWed VeSaUaWel\ Wo men elVe

Whe\ UiVk being e[clXded comSleWel\. When Zomen and men aUe commemoUaWed WogeWheU,

Zomen face VWUXcWXUal diVadYanWageV, e[emSlified in Whe Nobel SUi]e¶V failXUe Wo UecogniVe

female VcienWiVWV. YeW Whe alWeUnaWiYe iV eTXall\ dangeUoXV. The WemSWaWion Wo commemoUaWe

Zomen in a diffeUenW caWegoU\ Wo men, Slacing WheiU Ve[ aW Whe foUefUonW of WheiU conWUibXWionV

Wo VocieW\, iV UedXcWiYe, diminiVhing Whe YalXe of Zomen¶V ZoUk b\ making iW Whe VecondaU\

faceW in WheiU legac\. AV Woolf ZUiWeV, ³IW iV faWal foU an\one Zho ZUiWeV Wo Whink of WheiU Ve[

[...] an\Whing ZUiWWen ZiWh WhaW conVcioXV biaV iV doomed Wo deaWh´ . WheUeaV men of Whe SaVW8

aUe VimSl\ defined b\ WheiU achieYemenWV, Zomen of Whe SaVW aUe UeVWUicWed Wo a VXbVecWion of

VXcceVV. In WU\ing Wo combaW Whe SaWUiaUchal foUceV WhaW fiUVW diVadYanWaged WheVe hiVWoUical

Zomen, commemoUaWing Zomen in a diffeUenW manneU Wo WheiU male coXnWeUSaUWV acWXall\

UeinfoUceV WheVe andUocenWUic YieZV. PeUhaSV WhiV iV ineYiWable Zhen Ze conVideU WhaW Whe

SaWUiaUch\ UemainV inWacW - hoZ can Ze e[SecW Whe commemoUaWion of Zomen Wo be XnmaUUed

b\ WhiV? Indeed, WhoXgh Whe XWoSian aSSUoach ma\ be Wo aVVXme Zomen¶V heUiWage ZoXld be

WUeaWed ZiWh Whe Vame UeVSecW aV male heUiWage, eYen if commemoUaWed diffeUenWl\, Whe

miVog\n\ inheUenW Wo oXU cXlWXUe ZoXld deem WhiV commemoUaWion infeUioU Wo men¶V. ThiV

ZaV UeflecWed in Whe 2019 dUama ³Fleabag´, in Zhich KiUVWen ScoWW ThomaV¶ chaUacWeU

lamenWV WhaW Zomen¶V aZaUdV aUe ³Whe childUen¶V Wable of aZaUdV´ . Indeed, WheUe iV a common9

WhUead WhUoXghoXW feminiVW diVcoXUVe Zhich diVcXVVeV Whe Uole of Zomen ZiWhin a SaWUiaUch\

being Wo highlighW Whe SUoZeVV of WheiU male coXnWeUSaUWV. In The Second Se[, Simone de

BeaXYoiU SXWV foUZaUd WhaW ³The Zhole of feminine hiVWoU\ haV been man-made. JXVW aV in

AmeUica WheUe iV no NegUo SUoblem, bXW UaWheU a ZhiWe SUoblem; jXVW aV anWi-SemiWiVm iV noW a

JeZiVh SUoblem, iW iV oXU SUoblem; Vo Whe Zoman SUoblem haV alZa\V been a man SUoblem´ ,10

ZhilVW Woolf SXWV foUZaUd a VimilaU aUgXmenW, SoViWing WhaW ³Women haYe VeUYed all WheVe

cenWXUieV aV looking glaVVeV SoVVeVVing Whe magic and delicioXV SoZeU of UeflecWing Whe figXUe

of man aW WZice iWV naWXUal Vi]e´ , ZiWh boWh ZUiWeUV imSl\ing WhaW Whe idenWiW\ of Zomen aV a11

11 Woolf, ³A Room of One'V OZn´, 42

10 BeaXYoiU, Simone D. 2012. The Second Se[. TUanVlaWed b\ Sheila MaloYan\-CheYallieU and ConVWance BoUde.
N.S.: KnoSf DoXbleda\ PXbliVhing GUoXS, 181

9 WalleU-BUidge, Phoebe, ZUiWeU. 2019. Fleabag. SeaVon 2, eSiVode 3. TZo BUoWheUV PicWXUeV.
8 Woolf, ³A Room of One¶V OZn´, 126



Zhole haV been conVWUXcWed b\ men Wo fXUWheU male ambiWion and VXcceVV. If Ze aWWemSW Wo

commemoUaWe Zomen in a manneU Zhich SlaceV focXV on WheiU Ve[, ZhilVW VWill e[iVWing ZiWhin

a SaWUiaUch\, Ze aUe confining Zomen Wo an µoWheU¶ VWaWXV Zhich onl\ UeinfoUceV Whe SoZeU of

men. JXVW aV Zomen¶V legacieV haYe SUeYioXVl\ been diVWoUWed b\ men in SoZeU, Zho aUe, in

Woolf¶V ZoUdV, Whe ³SoZeU and Whe mone\ and Whe inflXence [...] Whe SUoSUieWoU of Whe SaSeU

and iWV ediWoU and iWV VXb-ediWoU´ , commemoUaWion of Zomen VSecificall\ ZoXld be VXbjecW12

Wo a VimilaU diVWoUWion, confining Zomen Wo a leVVeU VWaWXV.

ThXV Ze can Vee WhaW Whe hiVWoUieV of Zomen do noW fiW neaWl\ inWo Whe SaWUiaUchal landVcaSe of

commemoUaWion - Woo mXch of Zomen¶V hiVWoU\ haV been eUaVed, Woo mXch of Whe SaWUiaUch\

iV VWill inWacW Wo honoXU Zomen ZiWhin WhiV fUameZoUk, and Woo man\ YieZ, VXbconVcioXVl\ oU

conVcioXVl\, Whe hiVWoU\ of Zomen aV infeUioU Wo WhaW of WheiU male coXnWeUSaUWV. InVWead, Zhen

Ze look Wo commemoUaWe Zomen, Ze mXVW diVcaUd WhiV SaWUiaUchal fUameZoUk and inVWead

look Wo diVWincWl\ female manneUV of commemoUaWion: Woolf ZUoWe WhaW Zomen ³Whink back

WhUoXgh oXU moWheU´ , and iW iV ceUWainl\ WUXe WhaW oUal hiVWoU\ haV SUoYed moUe YalXable Zhen13

VWXd\ing Zomen Whan WUadiWional - male - meWhodV of XVing hiVWoU\. RaWheU Whan ³cXW[Wing]

WheiU nameV´ inWo Whe maWeUial, Whe legac\ of Zomen iV conWinXed WhUoXgh Whe memoU\. MXch

of Zomen¶V hiVWoU\ haV been VSenW in Whe domeVWic VSheUe, noW Whe SXblic, and SeUhaSV Whe

commemoUaWion of Zomen VhoXld UeflecW WhiV. In XVing Whe oUal WUadiWion, ³Zomen aUe

cUeaWing a neZ hiVWoU\ ± XVing oXU oZn YoiceV and e[SeUienceV´ , UaWheU Whan Sleading ZiWh14

Whe SaWUiaUch\ Wo UecogniVe Zomen aV µhiVWoUicall\ imSoUWanW¶.

To conclXde, Whe negaWioniVW UeYiVion of female hiVWoU\ iV endemic Wo Whe SaWUiaUch\, Zhich

VXUYiYeV WhUoXgh an image of man aV Whe Vole heUo, acWiYiVW, VcienWiVW and ZUiWeU. UnWil WhiV

chaXYiniVWic SoZeU VWUXcWXUe iV diVmanWled, Zomen Zill conViVWenWl\ be XndeUUeSUeVenWed in

diVcXVVionV of hiVWoU\, confined Wo Whe claVV of µOWheU¶, if inclXded aW all. TheUefoUe, iW iV YiWal

WhaW Ze Veek Wo XndeUVWand Whe bUoad VSecWUXm of Zomen¶V e[SeUienceV WhUoXgh oUal hiVWoU\, a

diVWincWl\ female WechniTXe alloZing XV Wo commemoUaWe faceleVV, YoiceleVV Zomen WhUoXgh

14 GlXck, SheUna. ³WhaW¶V Vo SSecial aboXW Women? Women¶V OUal HiVWoU\.´ Frontiers: A JoXrnal of Women
StXdies 2, no. 2 (1977): 3±17. hWWSV://doi.oUg/10.2307/3346006

13 Woolf, ³A Room of One¶V OZn´,
12 Woolf, ³A Room of One¶V OZn´, 40



Whe memoUieV and WeVWimonieV of WheiU deVcendanWV. Onl\ WhUoXgh WhiV meWhod, Zhich

abandonV Whe SaWUiaUch\¶V inViVWence on Whe SXblic VSheUe and inVWead UeflecWV Whe XneaV\

UealiW\ of Zomen¶V hiVWoU\, Zill Zomen of Whe SaVW begin Wo be WUXl\ and jXVWl\

commemoUaWed.
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